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Law School Report
Student Events 
punctuality, dependability, follow-
through, returning messages – mean a
lot.
•Collegiality. “It is about teamwork,”
he said. “It is about respect for other
people. It is about the Golden Rule.”
•Integrity. “You have to be trust-
worthy, loyal and respectful,” he said,
citing as a counterexample “some very
respected lawyers in Los Angeles who
will be wearing broader pinstripes
very soon.” “The reputation you estab-
lish as lawyers will be your stock in
trade,” he said.
•Service to the community. “This is
lifting as we climb,” he said. “This is
what makes practicing law fun, enjoy-
able and fulfilling. It is service to the
community that really distinguishes you.
I encourage each of you, when you are
looking for jobs at firms, to look at their
pro bono policy – see if they have
adopted the ABA standard of 2 to 5 per-
cent of hours as pro bono.”
UB Law Professor Rebecca French
was chosen as Professor of the Year by
the graduating class. “You have really
gotten me in the deepest part of my
heart,” she said in response. “I really,
more than anything in the world, care
about you. It matters to me that when
you get out there, you shine like a star. I
want you to shine.”
Two graduates were chosen to re-
ceive Distinguished Alumni Awards.
Vikki L. Pryor ’78, president and chief
executive officer of SBLI USA Mutual Life
Insurance Co., and a member of the
Dean’s Advisory Council, said to the stu-
dents, “I do not know you personally,
but you mean a lot to me. We are all de-
pending on you to make the world a
wonderful place.”
Irene Chiu ’00, an associate practicing
international business law in the Prince-
ton, N.J., firm Morgan, Lewis & Bockius,
had these words of advice: “Do not let
anyone tell you what your limit is, be-
cause the sky is the limit.”
After the graduating seniors were rec-
ognized, Crystal Rodriguez ’06 narrated
the traditional candle-lighting ceremony,
at which the mantle of achievement was
passed from the seniors to the second-
year class.
The Students of Color Dinner was
chaired by Jacia Smith ’07 and Carolina
Felix ’07.
Students of 
Color Dinner
cements ties 
for life
Hon. Barbara Howe ’80, Erie County
surrogate judge, was present to receive
the Trailblazer Award for her achieve-
ments on the bench and in the legal pro-
fession. Her remarks centered on the
continuing value of education.
“At the end of the day,” Howe said, “I
am so committed to education as the
means for everyone to be the best they
can be in a competitive society.” Having
taught in UB’s Department of Sociology,
Howe continues in a faculty capacity as
an adjunct clinical professor of law and
associate professor of sociology. “I now
have had hundreds and hundreds of stu-
dents go on to success in law and law-re-
lated fields,” she said, encouraging the
departing class to stay in touch. “I am in
the phone book – call me,” she said.
Howe also spoke of the proper atti-
tude for attorneys in their professional
life, quoting Martin Luther King Jr.: “We 
must combine the toughness of the ser-
pent and the softness of the dove. A
tough mind and a tender heart.”
Mark K. Suzumoto ’82 was the
evening’s keynote speaker. Suzumoto,
who described himself as “a very ordi-
nary UB Law student,” is a business
lawyer and litigator. He is a partner in the
Corporate Services Department of the
Los Angeles office of McGuireWoods,
and serves as an active member of the
Dean’s Advisory Council.
Suzumoto gave a practical accounting
of what it is like to be a practicing lawyer,
and said five qualities are important in
the legal life:
•Excellence. “We all want to do the
best that we can for our clients. You al-
ways strive to provide the best guidance
you can.”
•Quality service. The little things –
Solidarity of all sorts – among racial and ethnic groups, among students andfaculty, and among Law School classes – was at the forefront in the 17th an-nual Students of Color Dinner.Held April 20 in a ballroom of the Buffalo/Niagara Marriott, the dinner hon-ored members of the Asian-American, Black and Latin American Law Stu-
dents Associations as they approached Commencement. The full-color program
booklet gave each graduating student a page – a blank slate on which they ex-
pressed thanks to parents and friends, spoke about their hopes for life after Law
School, and threw in a few pictures for good measure.
Together
forever
At left, Denetra D.
Williams ’07 and Danielle
J. Barrett ’07.
Students pass the legacy
in the traditional candle-
lighting ceremony.
Left to right, Professor Rebecca French, Irene Chiu ’00 and Vikki LPryor ’78.
Mark K. Suzumoto
’82 and Hon. Barbara
Howe ’80.
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